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money than this armament would cost." Clark
of New Jersey had "an objection to the establish-
ment of a fleet, because, when once it had been
commenced, there would be no end to it." He had
"a scheme which he judged would be less expen-
sive and more effectual. This was to hire the
Portuguese to cruise against the Algerines."
Baldwin of Georgia thought that "bribery alone
could purchase security from the Algerines."
Nicholas of Virginia "feared that we were not a
match for the Algerines."
Smith of Maryland and Fitzsimmons of Penn-
sylvania championed the resolution, and Fisher
Ames made some remarks on Madison's lack of
spirit that caused Madison to define his position.
He proposed as a substitute for the pending meas-
ure that money should "be employed in such a
manner as should be found most effectual for
obtaining a peace with the Regency of Algiers;
and failing of this, that the sum should be applied
to the end of obtaining protection from some of the
European Powers." This motion warmed up the
debate. Giles of Virginia came to Madison's
support in a style that was not helpful. He
"considered navies altogether as very foolish
things. An immense quantity of property was